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pened in February 2015, the recently unveiled Cotton

House Hotel would not be the unigue space it 15 wathout

the Beadaes. The bourgeois family made their fortane in the
Americas producing cotton and textiles in the 19* century, and later
hired architect Elies Rogent o build a lavish mansion in Barcelona's
Fixample neighbourhood, not far from Passeig de Gracia and iconic
Antoni Gaudi buildings. It was the Boada family who pur in the
marhlc staircase, which climbs from the foyer just off whar is now the
Cotton House's lobby. Ar the base of the staircase an wron sculprare
of am attractve woman, made in the image of Mrs Boada, sall scands.
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The family also commissioned the intricare wood ceilings in che
hibrary, the boiserie-clad walls, and inlaid wood Hoonng in what 1s
now the concierge'’s hall. Kudos should be given to the Boadaes and
Rogent for creating such a splendid space, bur also o those who
laver maintained the building’s rich interiors during the 130 years
thar followed,

In the 1950s the Boada home was marned into the headguarters
foor che Associanon of Cormn Manufacurers and some remodelling
was done, including the addinon of an innovative suspended spiral
staircase panclled in wood. However, for the most pare, thic interior
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of the home was untovched vntil about four vears ago when new
owmers acquired the premises and remodelling commenced again,
Spanish Jdesigner Lizaro Rosa-Violin was asked transform the
Property, artd ke and his team at L.unl;q'rllpur,,rirl Studice I!III:III_L!{‘{-J.\, e
with a hght cowch. “We have deweloped a contemporary urban haotel
in a historie building.” says Rosa-Violan, adding: “The building 15
protected by the ity hall 5o we had o work with a ot of the exastng
architecture, orving to combing old and new, blending the huoilding™s
history with 2 contemporary look.”

Up the marlsle sgaircase om the second Hoor, Rosa-Vielin created
a lounge m what was once a hbrary and mformal secal club for
men in the cotton rade. The designer left original Hoors, ceilings,
dirors, and even some books, and added a modern white sofa, agua-
hued armchairs, a large square of bloe rug. as well as a few period
picve mables, An adjacent room, called U Arelier, was once a failor’s
witkshop where men at the club had coteon shires and swits made
while they mingled, Bosa-Violin preserved this Space, i1|-_'|rr|:|-e|r._||i1|_u_
red leather rocking chairs and abstract paintings, in addition to
stufhing the rowm’s anoque cabinets with bolez of cotton fabric.
suests can have a shirt or sut made here, just like in byvegone days,
by tailors at the renowned boutigue Sanca Eulalia,

Fataar, a Meditercanean restaurant, 1s found pust across the hall
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from the librarv. & mammoth freplace with an omare wood maneel
and dark wood wall panelling adom the dining room, a reminder of
the Boada era. Rosa-Violin fioed out the room in white and black
leather chairs in addition o guiled Chesterheld-stvle benches along
two walls, The overall effect 15 masculine and cosy: 115 a space that
inwvites puests to order a glass of red wine and a tapa of strong Spanish
theeses and linger awhile.

In the bar, set wichin a huninsus conservatory, Rosa-Vielin mowed
away from earthy rown tones and instead, embraced Barcelona’s
natural palette: the sapphire sea and silver-green olive tree, Blue and
green charrs surroumd small tables atop a white and grey tiled Haor,
while white pillars and suspended white lamps make the sunht space
even brighter, *We chose the same spectrum of colours for the mterior
that are found im the exterior in order o make the separacon of the
terrace and bar almost invisible,” savs Rosa-Wiolin,

Just off the bar m oa small provate dining room, an antique
chandeber hangs feom an ormate F\-iIIL' arid grey ceilimig. The rooin
is enircled i gleaming white cabinets flled wath hundreds of bolts
if textured cotton fabric moivory, chalk, and similar creamy tings.
Former invorces, like those the Asseaation of Cotton Manofacrorers
worald have wsed, make for creative wallpaper above the cabiners.

Fromm the restaurant and bar, two doors ler oot onta g 300m?
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Albawe: Gusstrooms are predominanthy whike, tee colour of 3 Cothon tuft, and feature arbworks depicteg the comton fowear

rerrace sct inside the gquict confines of a raditional interior courryard.
Menghbours hang out their wash, sit down for lunch, and lean from
windows while smoking cigarettes just beyond Corron House's foam-
green trellises, offering guests a glimpse of local life in the city. On
bath sides of the ample terrace, stone fountains bubble, just as they
did in the days of the Buada family. Some of the horel’s 83 rooms
loaoke out omeo the terrace, many of them with compact porches, Sun-
drenched and trangul, these are some of the best rooms m the house.

The majority of guestrooms share the same interior design and
layout, featuring doors char epen directly into anterooms where
sinks, showers, and roilers are located; an approach that might be
otf-putting for some, but certainly maximises square meters. Sliding
doors separate bathrooms from bedrooms, the latter clad almost
entirely in white, the colour of a corton tft. On one wall, white
headboards are crowned by illuminated frames containing sketches
of Howers, and below, black reading lamps rest on simple nighrstands.

“We created oversized headboards made of white leather, and
used aged brass racks as a decorarive border. In some rooms the

headboards cover the entire wall,” explains Rosa-Violin, On the
opposite wall from the bed, the designer installed bespoke wallpaper
depicting che cotton fower in grey and coffee tones, picking up the
colour of the dark lammate Hoors.

The deluxe 90m* Vichy Suite breaks away from the standard room
layout with a stacked duplex design, its two Hoors connected by a
narrow staircase, The lower Hoor opens out onto a private patio with
sun loungers and an outdoor shower. A privacy wall divides the swite
from the Cotton House pool and solarium, a small area panelled in
pine on the building’s sixth Hoor. From the pools sundeck the vistas
are of the ever-buzzimg Gran Via de les Corts Catalanes and the spires
of La Sagrada Familia Basilica in the distance. The soon-to-open spa
and himess centre are also on the sixth Boor,

Owerall, Ave-sear Coron House is a well-balanced blend of old and
new. Rosa-Violin scamlessly incorporated Boadaes” heirlooms and
history with the 21" century comforts one expects from a five-star
hotel. A stay at Cotton House is akin to time travelling back to the
1800s, bur wirh WiFi, sarcllive relevision, and Nespresso.

EXPRESS CHECKOUT: 83 guestrooms | L =stauranl

1 har | Ftrness Centre, outdoor pod | 2 mageting rooms
Operator: Marriolt isternaticral | Anchitecthure: Eligs Rogent | Interior Design: Lazam Rosa-violan

whany hoteloottonhause. com
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